CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA
positive.   While he was talking he moved his heavy neck,'
with a scarcely perceptible rhythm, from side to side.
An orderly ran in with a board, planed level and clean,
to which was pinned an order sheet written in strong
Amharic characters. Afewerk read it through carefully,
signed it, removed the two lower pins and signed some other
documents disclosed beneath.
It was only six-thirty : these were instructions drafted
the night before, addressed to various subordinate officers
in the camp and to the commanders of Gerlogubi and
Gabridihari. Afewerk, I believe, issued orders of this kind
every day and saw that they were obeyed.
There was something quite un-African in the system and
cleanliness of these documents. Afterwards I found that
Afewerk was thorough in other ways : I suppose that he
must have been the first African commander to dig latrines
for his troops.
" Why must I stay in this shelter ? " I asked him.
" Those are my orders to you," said Afewerk. " The
Emperor has wirelessed me that you were coming. But he
did not tell me what you were permitted to see. I have
radioed Addis Ababa to ask for instructions. Meanwhile,
you must stay here.
" I will tell you anything you want to know," he said,
" but you must take no photographs. And now, tell me,
what is the use of the League of Nations ?
" A law court for the world should be the same as the
law court in Ethiopia. In my country no one is allowed to
come to court with a stick. But while your court talked
Italy kept on sending arms to her colonies. She despises the
court of the other nations. She says she is the biggest nation."
He had six hundred soldiers at Gorahai, he said, and he
told me the history of the camp. It was only three weeks
old : his previous headquarters had been at Gerlogubi.
Up to the beginning of August he suspected the Italians of
preparing a move into the Neutral Zone south of Gerlogubi,
and he stood ready for it.
In August, however, he heard that Hussein Ali, leader of
an irregular Somali banda of about six hundred men, had
been promised machine-guns and " perhaps a tank " by
the Italians if he would occupy the wells of Gorahai and the
Mullah's Fort, not held at that time by anybody.

